DEFEAT OP THE FREKCH FLEET.        297
they threw down the barncado, opened the dooi, and out came one Biody, who, as he then told me, had had a piece of his nose taken off by one of my gi enadoes I earned him to Sir Thomas, who confirming my message, they all came out, and suuendered themselves prisoners. This happened on May-day in the morning, for which leason we letuined to Inverness with our prisoners, and boughs in our hats, and the Highlanders never held up their heads so high after this defeat,
Upon this success Sir Thomas wrote to court, giving a full account of the whole action In which being pleased to make mention of my behaviour, with some particulanties, I had soon aftei a commission ordered me for a company in the legiment undei the commaud of Bngadier Tiffin
My commission being made out, signed, and sent to me, I repaued immediately to Portsmouth, where the regiment lay in gamson A lew days after I had been there, Admiral Kubsel <ulived with the fleet, and anchored at St Helen's, whoie he lemamed about a week On the 18th of May the whole fleet set sail, and it being my turn the same day to mount the main guard, I was going the rounds veiy eaily, when I hcanl gieat shooting at sea I went dnectly to acquaint the go\ ei nor, and told him my sentiments, that the two contending fleets weie actually engaged , which indeed pioved tine, ioi that vciy night a pinnace, which came from our fleet, bi ought news that Admiral Bussel had engaged the French AdmiialTiuvilc , and, aftei a long and sharp dispute, was nuking after them to then own coasts.
The* nevt day, towaids evening, several other expresses amved, one altoi another, all agreeing in the defeat of the Fieneh iloet, and in the particulais of the burning their Kismg Sun, togethei with many other of their men-of-wax, at La Hogue All which expiesses were immediately forwarded to < ouit by Mi Gibson, our governoi.
About two months after this, our regiment, among many othoiw, was, aceoulmg to order, shipped off on a secret expedition, unden the command of the Duke of Leinster, no man knowing to what place wo weie going, 01 on what design, no, not the tommaudei himself Ilowevei, when we weie out at Hea, the general, accoidmg to instiuctions, opening his commission, we weie soon put out of om su&pen&e, and informed that GUI oideis weie to attack Dunkuk. But what